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In one of the most detailed and powerfully argued books published on American intervention in Vietnam,
Fredrik Logevall examines the last great unanswered question on the war: Could the tragedy have been
averted? His answer: a resounding yes. Challenging the prevailing myth that the outbreak of large-scale
fighting in 1965 was essentially unavoidable, Choosing War argues that the Vietnam War was unnecessary,
not merely in hindsight but in the context of its time.

Why, then, did major war break out? Logevall shows it was partly because of the timidity of the key
opponents of U.S. involvement, and partly because of the staunch opposition of the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations to early negotiations. His superlative account shows that U.S. officials chose war over
disengagement despite deep doubts about the war's prospects and about Vietnam's importance to U.S.
security and over the opposition of important voices in the Congress, in the press, and in the world
community. They did so because of concerns about credibility—not so much America's or the Democratic
party's credibility, but their own personal credibility.

Based on six years of painstaking research, this book is the first to place American policymaking on Vietnam
in 1963-65 in its wider international context using multiarchival sources, many of them recently declassified.
Here we see for the first time how the war played in the key world capitals—not merely in Washington,
Saigon, and Hanoi, but also in Paris and London, in Tokyo and Ottawa, in Moscow and Beijing.

Choosing War is a powerful and devastating account of fear, favor, and hypocrisy at the highest echelons of
American government, a book that will change forever our understanding of the tragedy that was the
Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Choosing War: The Lost
Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sherrill Height:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and
the Escalation of War in Vietnam is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Winford Patterson:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War
in Vietnam. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Alma Brady:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam
when you desired it?
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