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In this deeply researched and vividly written volume, Melvyn Stokes illuminates the origins, production,
reception and continuing history of this ground-breaking, aesthetically brilliant, and yet highly controversial
movie.
By going back to the original archives, particularly the NAACP and D. W. Griffith Papers, Stokes explodes
many of the myths surrounding The Birth of a Nation (1915). Yet the story that remains is fascinating: the
longest American film of its time, Griffith's film incorporated many new features, including the first full
musical score compiled for an American film. It was distributed and advertised by pioneering methods that
would quickly become standard. Through the high prices charged for admission and the fact that it was
shown, at first, only in "live" theaters with orchestral accompaniment, Birth played a major role in
reconfiguring the American movie audience by attracting more middle-class patrons. But if the film was a
milestone in the history of cinema, it was also undeniably racist. Stokes shows that the darker side of this
classic movie has its origins in the racist ideas of Thomas Dixon, Jr. and Griffith's own Kentuckian
background and earlier film career. The book reveals how, as the years went by, the campaign against the
film became increasingly successful. In the 1920s, for example, the NAACP exploited the fact that the new
Ku Klux Klan, which used Griffith's film as a recruiting and retention tool, was not just anti-black, but also
anti-Catholic and anti-Jewish, as a way to mobilize new allies in opposition to the film.
This crisply written book sheds light on both the film's racism and the aesthetic brilliance of Griffith's
filmmaking. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

The book D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All
Time give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make examining a book D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most
Controversial Motion Picture of All Time for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the
Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Debbie Siegel:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This D.W. Griffith's the Birth of
a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Valerie Garrison:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their
book. One of them is this D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of the Most Controversial Motion
Picture of All Time.

Robert Bell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of
the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was



created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes D.W. Griffith's the Birth of a Nation: A History of
the Most Controversial Motion Picture of All Time to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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