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On July 12, 1964, in a momentous decision, the National Labor Relations Board decertified the racially
segregated Independent Metal Workers Union as the collective bargaining agent at Houston’s mammoth
Hughes Tool Company. The unanimous decision ending nearly fifty years of Jim Crow unionism at the
company marked the first time in the Labor Board’s history that it ruled that racial discrimination by a union
violated the National Labor Relations Act and was therefore illegal. The ruling was for black workers the
equivalent of the Brown v. Board of Education decision by the Supreme Court in the area of education.

Michael R. Botson carefully traces the Jim Crow unionism of the company and the efforts of black union
activists to bring civil rights issues into the workplace. His analysis places Hughes Tool in the context
created by the National Labor Relations Act and the formation of the Congress of Industrial Organizations
(CIO). It clearly demonstrates that without federal intervention, workers at Hughes Tool would never have
been able to overcome management’s opposition to unionization and to racial equality.

Drawing on interviews with many of the principals, as well as extensive mining of company and legal
archives, Botson’s study “captures a moment in time when a segment of Houston’s working-class seized the
initiative and won economic and racial justice in their work place.”
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hernandez:

The book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Labor, Civil Rights, and the
Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool
Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marie Brenneman:

The book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E.
Montague Series in Oil and Business History)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague
Series in Oil and Business History) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Roger Hodge:

The actual book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Maria Swensen:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool
Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Labor, Civil Rights,
and the Hughes Tool Company (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) can to be your



new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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