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When police brutality becomes front-page news, it triggers a sudden, intense interaction between the media,
the public, and the police. Regina Lawrence ably demonstrates how these news events provide the raw
materials for looking at underlying problems in American society. Journalists, policy makers, and the public
use such stories to define a problematic situation, and this process of problem definition gives the media a
crucial role in our public policy debates.

Lawrence extensively analyzes more than 500 incidents of police use-of-force covered by the New York
Times and the Los Angeles Times from 1985 to 1994, with additional analysis of more recent incidents such
as as the shooting of Amadou Diallo in New York. The incidents include but are not limited to those defined
as "police brutality." Lawrence reveals the structural and cultural forces that both shape the news and allow
police to define most use-of-force incidents, which occur in far greater numbers than are reported, she says.

Lawrence explores the dilemma of obtaining critical media perspectives on policing policies. She examines
the factors that made the coverage of the Rodney King beating so significant, particularly after the incident
was captured on video. At the same time, she shows how an extraordinary news event involving the police
can become a vehicle for marginalized social groups to gain entrance into the media arena.

In contrasting "event-driven" problem definition with the more thoroughly studied "institutionally driven"
news stories, Lawrence's book fills a major gap in media studies. It also offers a broader understanding of the
interplay between the criminal justice system and the media in today's world.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

This The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of
Police Brutality (Politics & law) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of Police
Brutality (Politics & law) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Politics of Force: Media and
the Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law) having very good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Nancy Tandy:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Politics of Force: Media and the
Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Stephanie Gilley:

This The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law) is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law) can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Robert Holt:

You may get this The Politics of Force: Media and the Construction of Police Brutality (Politics & law) by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can



you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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