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This wide-ranging volume gives proper attention to the views on rhetoric and style set forth by British
literary figure Thomas De Quincey (1785–1859), whose contributions to the history of rhetoric are often
overlooked. Lois Peters Agnew presents an overview of this theorist’s life and provides cultural context for
his time and place, with particular emphasis on the significance of his rhetoric as both an alternative strain of
rhetorical history and a previously unrealized example of rhetoric’s transformation in nineteenth-century
Britain. 

Agnew presents an extensive discussion of De Quincey’s ideas on rhetoric, his theory and practice of
conversation, his theory of style and its role in achieving rhetoric’s dialogic potential, and his strategic use of
humor and irony in such works as Confessions of an English Opium Eater. Synthesizing previous treatments
of De Quincey’s rhetoric and connecting his unusual perspectives on language to the biographical details of
his life, Agnew helps readers understand his intellectual development while bringing to light the cultural
contexts that prompted radical changes in the ways nineteenth-century British intellectuals conceived of the
role of language and the imagination in public and private discourse.

Agnew presents an alternative vision of rhetoric that departs from many common assumptions about
rhetoric’s civic purpose and offers insights into the topic of rhetoric and technological change. The result is
an accessible and thorough explanation of De Quincey’s complex ideas on rhetoric and the first work to fully
show the reach of his ideas across multiple texts written during his lifetime.
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From reader reviews:

Monika Cunniff:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Thomas De Quincey: British Rhetoric's Romantic Turn (Rhetoric in the Modern
Era).

Larry Cain:

The publication untitled Thomas De Quincey: British Rhetoric's Romantic Turn (Rhetoric in the Modern
Era) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Thomas De Quincey: British Rhetoric's Romantic Turn
(Rhetoric in the Modern Era) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sunday Richey:

Precisely why? Because this Thomas De Quincey: British Rhetoric's Romantic Turn (Rhetoric in the Modern
Era) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Norbert Walling:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Thomas De Quincey: British Rhetoric's Romantic Turn
(Rhetoric in the Modern Era) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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