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Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's leading garden designer, is at once Japan's most highly acclaimed landscape
architect and an 18th-generation Zen Buddhist priest, presiding over daily ceremonies at the Kenkoji Temple
in Yokohama. He is celebrated for his unique ability to blend strikingly contemporary elements with the
traditional design vernacular. He has worked in ultramodern urban hotels and in some of Japan's most
famous classic gardens. In each project, his work as a designer of landscape architecture is inseparable from
his Buddhist practice. Each becomes a Zen garden, "a special spiritual place where the mind dwells."

This beautiful book, illustrated with more than 400 drawings and color photographs, is the first complete
retrospective of Masuno's work to be published in English. It presents 37 major gardens around the world in
a wide variety of types and settings: traditional and contemporary, urban and rural, public spaces and private
residences, and including temple, office, hotel and campus venues. Masuno achieved fame for his work in
Japan, but he is becoming increasingly known internationally, and in 2011 completed his first commission in
the United States which is shown here.

Zen Gardens, divided into three chapters, covers: "Traditional Zen Gardens," "Contemporary Zen Gardens"
and "Zen Gardens outside Japan." Illustrated with photographs and architectural plans or sketches, each Zen
garden design is described and analyzed by author Mira Locher, herself an architect and a scholar well
versed in Japanese culture.

Celebrating the accomplishments of a major, world-class designer, Zen Gardens also serves as something of
a master class in Japanese garden design and appreciation: how to perceive a Japanese garden, how to
understand one, even how to make one yourself. Like one of Masuno's gardens, the book can be a place for
contemplation and mindful repose.
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From reader reviews:

Danna Bullock:

The ability that you get from Zen Gardens: The Complete Works of Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's Leading
Garden Designer could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Zen Gardens: The
Complete Works of Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's Leading Garden Designer giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Zen Gardens: The Complete
Works of Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's Leading Garden Designer instantly.

Mathew Munz:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Zen Gardens: The Complete Works of Shunmyo
Masuno, Japan's Leading Garden Designer, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Carol Stripling:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Zen Gardens: The Complete Works of Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's Leading Garden Designer this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Casey Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Zen Gardens: The Complete
Works of Shunmyo Masuno, Japan's Leading Garden Designer.
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