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Clouds above the Hill is one of the best-selling novels ever in Japan, and is now translated into English for
the first time. An epic portrait of Japan in crisis, it combines graphic military history and highly readable
fiction to depict an aspiring nation modernizing at breakneck speed. Best-selling author Shiba Ry?tar?
devoted an entire decade of his life to this extraordinary blockbuster, which features Japan's emerging onto
the world stage by the early years of the twentieth century.

Volume I describes the growth of Japan’s fledgling Meiji state, a major "character" in the novel. We are also
introduced to our three heroes, born into obscurity, the brothers Akiyama Yoshifuru and Akiyama Saneyuki,
who will go on to play important roles in the Japanese Army and Navy, and the poet Masaoka Shiki, who
will spend much of his short life trying to establish the haiku as a respected poetic form.

Anyone curious as to how the "tiny, rising nation of Japan" was able to fight so fiercely for its survival
should look no further. Clouds above the Hill is an exciting, human portrait of a modernizing nation that
goes to war and thereby stakes its very existence on a desperate bid for glory in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Clouds above the Hill: A Historical Novel of the
Russo-Japanese War, Volume 1. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Clouds above the Hill: A Historical Novel of the Russo-
Japanese War, Volume 1. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christopher Henricks:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Clouds
above the Hill: A Historical Novel of the Russo-Japanese War, Volume 1, you can tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Jesus Loveless:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Clouds above the Hill: A Historical Novel of the Russo-Japanese War, Volume 1.

Patrick Oneil:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Clouds above the Hill: A Historical Novel of the Russo-Japanese War, Volume 1 when you desired it?
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