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In 1859, the S.S. Great Eastern departed from England on her maiden voyage. She was a remarkable wonder
of the nineteenth century: an iron city longer than Trafalgar Square, taller than Big Ben's tower, heavier than
Westminster Cathedral. Her paddles were the size of Ferris wheels; her decks could hold four thousand
passengers bound for America, or ten thousand troops bound for the Raj. Yet she ended her days as a floating
carnival before being unceremoniously dismantled in 1889.

Steamships like the Great Eastern occupied a singular place in the Victorian mind. Crossing oceans, ferrying
tourists and troops alike, they became emblems of nationalism, modernity, and humankind's triumph over the
cruel elements. Throughout the nineteenth century, the spectacle of a ship's launch was one of the most
recognizable symbols of British social and technological progress. Yet this celebration of the power of the
empire masked overconfidence and an almost religious veneration of technology. Equating steam with
civilization had catastrophic consequences for subjugated peoples around the world.

Engines of Empire tells the story of the complex relationship between Victorians and their wondrous
steamships, following famous travelers like Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, and Jules Verne as well as
ordinary spectators, tourists, and imperial administrators as they cross oceans bound for the colonies. Rich
with anecdotes and wry humor, it is a fascinating glimpse into a world where an empire felt powerful and
anything seemed possible—if there was an engine behind it.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Chan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Engines of
Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathryn Robinson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian
Imagination as your daily resource information.

Richard Ault:

This book untitled Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Robert Mangino:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Engines of Empire: Steamships and the Victorian Imagination can make
you sense more interested to read.
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