
La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind
Beppe Severgnini

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B001L83PN4
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B001L83PN4
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B001L83PN4


La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind

Beppe Severgnini

La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind Beppe Severgnini
Join the bestselling author of Ciao, America! on a lively tour of modern Italy that takes you behind the
seductive face it puts on for visitors—la bella figura—and highlights its maddening, paradoxical true
self
 
You won’t need luggage for this hypothetical and hilarious trip into the hearts and minds of Beppe
Severgnini’s fellow Italians. In fact, Beppe would prefer if you left behind the baggage his crafty and elegant
countrymen have smuggled into your subconscious. To get to his Italia, you’ll need to forget about your
idealized notions of Italy. Although La Bella Figura will take you to legendary cities and scenic regions,
your real destinations are the places where Italians are at their best, worst, and most authentic:

The highway: in America, a red light has only one possible interpretation—Stop! An Italian red light
doesn’t warn or order you as much as provide an invitation for reflection.

The airport: where Italians prove that one of their virtues (an appreciation for beauty) is really a vice. Who
cares if the beautiful girls hawking cell phones in airport kiosks stick you with an outdated model? That’s the
price of gazing upon perfection.

The small town: which demonstrates the Italian genius for pleasant living: “a congenial barber . . . a well-
stocked newsstand . . . professionally made coffee and a proper pizza; bell towers we can recognize in the
distance, and people with a kind word and a smile for everyone.”

The chaos of the roads, the anarchy of the office, the theatrical spirit of the hypermarkets, and garrulous train
journeys; the sensory reassurance of a church and the importance of the beach; the solitude of the soccer
stadium and the crowded Italian bedroom; the vertical fixations of the apartment building and the horizontal
democracy of the eat-in kitchen. As you venture to these and many other locations rooted in the Italian
psyche, you realize that Beppe has become your Dante and shown you a country that “has too much style to
be hell” but is “too disorderly to be heaven.”
Ten days, thirty places. From north to south. From food to politics. From saintliness to sexuality. This ironic,
methodical, and sentimental examination will help you understand why Italy—as Beppe says—“can have
you fuming and then purring in the space of a hundred meters or ten minutes.”
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This La Bella Figura: A
Field Guide to the Italian Mind is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kerri Goodman:

The e-book with title La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind includes a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the
Italian Mind or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Robert Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims La
Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind.
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