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American culture has long had a conflicted relationship with assistance to the poor. Cotton Mather and John
Winthrop were staunch proponents of Christian charity as fundamental to colonial American society, while
transcendentalists harbored deep skepticism towards benevolence in favor of Emersonian self-reliance and
Thoreau’s insistence on an ascetic life. Women in the 19th century, as these essays show, approached issues
of benevolence far differently than their male counterparts, consistently promoting assistance to the
impoverished, in both their acts and their writings. 

These essays address a wide range of subjects: images of the sentimental seamstress figure in women’s
fiction; Rebecca Harding Davis’s rewriting of the “industrial” novel; Sarah Orne Jewett’s place in the
transcendental tradition of skepticism toward charity, and her subversion of it; the genre of the poorhouse
narrative; and the philanthropic work and writings of Hull House founder Jane Addams. 

As the editors of Our Sisters’ Keepers argue, the vulnerable and marginal positions occupied by many
women in the 19th century fostered an empathetic sensitivity in them to the plight of the poor, and their
ability to act and write in advocacy of the impoverished offered a form of empowerment not otherwise
available to them. The result was the reformulation of the concept of the American individual.

 

Contributors include: Jill Bergman, Debra Bernardi, Sarah E. Chinn, Monika Elbert, Lori Merish,
Terry D. Novak, James Salazar, Mary Templin, Karen Tracey, Whitney A. Womack
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century
Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tara Wilson:

The e-book untitled Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Benjamin Williams:

This Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-
Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Sebrina Knapp:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American



Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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