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Hollywood celebrities feared her. William Randolph Hearst adored her. Between 1915 and 1960, Louella
Parsons was America's premier movie gossip columnist and in her heyday commanded a following of more
than forty million readers. This first full-length biography of Parsons tells the story of her reign over
Hollywood during the studio era, her lifelong alliance with her employer, William Randolph Hearst, and her
complex and turbulent relationships with such noted stars, directors, and studio executives as Orson Welles,
Joan Crawford, Louis B. Mayer, Ronald Reagan, and Frank Sinatra—as well as her rival columnists Hedda
Hopper and Walter Winchell. Loved by fans for her "just folks," small-town image, Parsons became
notorious within the film industry for her involvement in the suppression of the 1941 film Citizen Kane and
her use of blackmail in the service of Hearst's political and personal agendas. As she traces Parsons's life and
career, Samantha Barbas situates Parsons's experiences in the broader trajectory of Hollywood history,
charting the rise of the star system and the complex interactions of publicity, journalism, and movie-making.
Engagingly written and thoroughly researched, The First Lady of Hollywood is both an engrossing chronicle
of one of the most powerful women in American journalism and film and a penetrating analysis of celebrity
culture and Hollywood power politics.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The First Lady of
Hollywood: A Biography of Louella Parsons suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography of Louella Parsonsis a
single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Moses Bean:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The First Lady of Hollywood: A
Biography of Louella Parsons is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jessica Hurst:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The First Lady of Hollywood: A
Biography of Louella Parsons can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Mike Edwards:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The First Lady of Hollywood: A Biography of Louella Parsons can make you
feel more interested to read.
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