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The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and
Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism)
Examines recent debates in constitutional theory in light of the work of Alexander Bickel.

The role courts should play in American democracy has long been contested, fueling debates among citizens
who take an active interest in politics. Alexander Bickel made a significant contribution to these debates with
his seminal publication, The Least Dangerous Branch, which framed the problem of defending legitimate
judicial authority. This book addresses whether or not the countermajoritarian difficulty outlined in Bickel’s
work continues to have significance for constitutional theory almost a half-century later. The contributors
illustrate how the countermajoritarian difficulty and Bickel’s response to it engage prominent theories: the
proceduralisms of John Hart Ely and Jeremy Waldron; the republicanisms of Bruce Ackerman and Cass
Sunstein; and the originalisms of Raoul Berger, Robert Bork, and Keith Whittington. In so doing, this book
provides a useful introduction to recent debates in constitutional theory and also contributes to the broader
discussion about the proper role of the courts.

At Texas State University at San Marcos, Kenneth D. Ward is Associate Professor and Cecilia R. Castillo is
Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science. Castillo is the coeditor (with Kenneth L. Grasso)
of Liberty Under Law: American Constitutionalism, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the
Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism).

Elizabeth Maez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and
Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Debra McGregor:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the
Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism).

Carmine Caulfield:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Judiciary and American Democracy: Alexander Bickel, the



Countermajoritarian Difficulty, and Contemporary Constitutional Theory (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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