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The choice to industrialize has changed the world more than any other decision in human history. And yet
the three prevailing explanations - the technical (new energy sources), the Marxist (new social relations), and
the neo-liberal (people became more industrious) - are inadequate in making sense of this fundamental
change. In mid-nineteenth-century Montreal, as in other early industrializing societies, change occurred as a
result of the choices people made when faced with unprecedented opportunities and constraints. Montreal
was the first colonial city to industrialize. Its overlapping French and English legal traditions mean that
people's actions were exceptionally well documented for a North American city. Robert Sweeny’s novel
reading of sources like city directories, ordinance surveys, monetary protests, and apprenticeship contracts
leads him to develop important critiques of both mainstream and progressive historiography. He shows how
the choice to industrialize was tied to the development of completely new ways of thinking about the world
on three inter-related levels: how should we relate to each other, to property, and to nature? In Montreal, as
in all the other early industrializing societies, thought preceded action. Sweeny illuminates the personal and
familial decisions that tens of thousands of people made by the mid-nineteenth century which already
prefigured much of what industrialized Montreal would look like in 1880. At a moment when global conflict
is tied to resources and climate change, Sweeny shows how fundamental decision making can determine
widespread social change. Informed by four decades of scholarship, Why Did We Choose to Industrialize? Is
a politically engaged argument about history, a sustained reflection on sources and method in historical
practice, and a singular vantage point on the ideas that have shaped historical understandings of
industrialization.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Brewster:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849
(Studies on the History of Quebec).

Brian Scheele:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Why Did We Choose to
Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec) reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal,
1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Madden:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Why
Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec) will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Joshua White:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?: Montreal,
1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Why Did We Choose to Industrialize?:



Montreal, 1819-1849 (Studies on the History of Quebec) can to be your brand new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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