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If sexuality is inherently social, the same thing can be said about celibacy. An understanding of celibacy,
argues Carl Olson, can be a useful way to view the significance of the human body within a social context.
The purpose of this book is to examine how the practice of celibacy differs cross-culturally as well as
historically within a particular religious tradition. The essays (all previously unpublished) will demonstrate
that celibacy is a complex religious phenomenon. The control of sexual desire can be used to divorce oneself
from a basic human biological drive, to separate oneself from what is perceived as impure, or to distance
oneself from a transient world. Within different religious traditions there can be found the practice of
temporary celibacy, commitment to long-term permanent celibacy, and outright condemnations of it. By
maintaining a state of virginity, members of some religious traditions imitate divine models; other traditions
do not admit the possibility of emulating such paradigms. Whether or not a religious tradition encourages or
discourages it, the practice of celibacy gives us insight into its worldview, social values, gender relations,
ethics, religious roles, and understanding of the physical body. Celibacy can contribute to the creation of a
certain status and play a role in the construction of identity, while serving as a source of charisma. In some
religious traditions, it is possible to renounce sex and gain sacred status and economic support from society.
Each essay in the collection will be written by an expert in a particular religious tradition. Each will address
such questions as: Why do some members of a religious community decide to maintain a celibate style of
religious life? Is celibacy a prerequisite for religious office or status? Are there different contexts within a
given religious tradition for the practice of celibacy? What does the choice of celibacy tell us about the
human body in a particular religious culture? What is the symbolic significance of celibacy? What is its
connection to the acquisition of power? What are its physical or spiritual benefits? The first collection of its
kind, this book will be a valuable resource for courses in world religions, as well as a contribution to our
understanding of this very widespread but puzzling human phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Teegarden:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Celibacy and Religious Traditions. All type
of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Maurice Neely:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Celibacy and Religious Traditions is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Harry Dwyer:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Celibacy and Religious Traditions is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Danielle Rucks:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Celibacy and Religious Traditions this publication consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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