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One of the most important, exciting biographies of our time: the definitive, major two-volume biography of
Pierre Elliott Trudeau – written with unprecedented, complete access to Trudeau’s enormous cache of private
letters and papers.

Bestselling biographer John English gets behind the public record and existing glancing portraits of Trudeau
to reveal the real man and the multiple influences that shaped his life, providing the full context lacking in all
previous biographies to-date.

As prime minister between 1968 and 1984, Trudeau, the brilliant, controversial figure, intrigued Canadians
and attracted international attention as no other Canadian leader has ever done. Volume One takes us from
his birth in 1919 to his election as leader in 1968.

Born into a wealthy family in Montreal, Trudeau excelled at the best schools, graduating as a lawyer with
conservative, nationalist and traditional Catholic views. But always conscious of his French-English heritage,
desperate to know the outside world, and an adventurer to boot, he embarked on a pilgrimage of discovery –
first to Harvard and the Sorbonne, then to the London School of Economics and, finally, on a trip through
Europe, the Middle East, India and China. He was a changed man when he returned – socialist in his politics,
sympathetic to labour, a friend to activists and writers in radical causes. Suddenly and surprisingly, he went
to Ottawa for two mostly unhappy years as a public servant in the Privy Council Office. He frequently
shocked his colleagues when, on the brink of a Quebec election, for example, he departed for New York or
Europe on an extended tour. Yet in the 1950s and 60s, he wrote the most important articles outlining his
political philosophy.

And there were the remarkable relationships with friends, women and especially his mother (whom he lived
with until he was middle-aged). He wrote to them always, exchanging ideas with the men, intimacies with
the women, especially in these early years, and lively descriptions of his life. He even recorded his in-depth
psychoanalysis in Paris. This personal side of Trudeau has never been revealed before – and it sheds light on
the politician and statesman he became.

Volume One ends with his entry into politics, his appointment as Minister of Justice, his meeting Margaret
and his election as leader of the Liberal Party and Prime Minister of Canada. There, his genius and charisma,
his ambition and intellectual prowess, his ruthlessness and emotional character and his deliberate shaping of
himself for leadership played out on the national stage and, when Lester B. Pearson announced his retirement
as prime minister in 1968, there was but one obvious man for the job: Pierre Trudeau.

In 1938 Trudeau began a diary, which he continued for over two years. It is detailed, frank, and
extraordinarily revealing. It is the only diary in Trudeau’s papers, apart from less personal travel diaries
and an agenda for 1937 that contains some commentary. His diary expresses Trudeau’s own need to
chronicle the moments of late adolescence as he tried to find his identity. It begins on New Year’s Day 1938
with the intriguing advice: “If you want to know my thoughts, read between the lines!”
–from Citizen of the World



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lea:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Citizen of the World: The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau Volume One: 1919-
1968.

William Lyons:

The publication with title Citizen of the World: The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau Volume One: 1919-1968
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Lisa Saxon:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Citizen of the World: The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau Volume One: 1919-1968
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book possesses high quality.

Terry Speller:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Citizen of the World:
The Life of Pierre Elliott Trudeau Volume One: 1919-1968 that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Citizen of the World: The Life of



Pierre Elliott Trudeau Volume One: 1919-1968 become your own starter.
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