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In nineteenth-century America, the law insisted that marriage was a permanent relationship defined by the
husband's authority and the wife's dependence. Yet at the same time the law created the means to escape that
relationship. How was this possible? And how did wives and husbands experience marriage within that legal
regime? These are the complexities that Hendrik Hartog plumbs in a study of the powers of law and its
limits.

Exploring a century and a half of marriage through stories of struggle and conflict mined from case records,
Hartog shatters the myth of a golden age of stable marriage. He describes the myriad ways the law shaped
and defined marital relations and spousal identities, and how individuals manipulated and reshaped the rules
of the American states to fit their needs. We witness a compelling cast of characters: wives who attempted to
leave abusive husbands, women who manipulated their marital status for personal advantage, accidental and
intentional bigamists, men who killed their wives' lovers, couples who insisted on divorce in a legal culture
that denied them that right.

As we watch and listen to these men and women, enmeshed in law and escaping from marriages, we catch
reflected images both of ourselves and our parents, of our desires and our anxieties about marriage. Hartog
shows how our own conflicts and confusions about marital roles and identities are rooted in the history of
marriage and the legal struggles that defined and transformed it.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

The event that you get from Man and Wife in America: A History could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Man and Wife in America: A History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having that Man and Wife in America: A History instantly.

Tara Carlson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Man and Wife in America: A History as the daily
resource information.

Christopher Levi:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Man and Wife in America: A History, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Esther Tackett:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is Man and
Wife in America: A History.
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