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During World War II, the Allied military forces faced severe problems integrating equipment, tactics, and
logistics into successful combat operations. To help confront these problems, scientists and engineers
developed new means of studying which equipment designs would best meet the military's requirements and
how the military could best use the equipment it had on hand. By 1941 they had also begun to gather and
analyze data from combat operations to improve military leaders' ordinary planning activities. In Rational
Action, William Thomas details these developments, and how they gave rise during the 1950s to a
constellation of influential new fields -- which he terms the "sciences of policy" -- that included operations
research, management science, systems analysis, and decision theory. Proponents of these new sciences
embraced a variety of agendas. Some aimed to improve policymaking directly, while others theorized about
how one decision could be considered more rational than another. Their work spanned systems engineering,
applied mathematics, nuclear strategy, and the philosophy of science, and it found new niches in universities,
in businesses, and at think tanks such as the RAND Corporation. The sciences of policy also took a
prominent place in epic narratives told about the relationships among science, state, and society in an
intellectual culture preoccupied with how technology and reason would shape the future. Thomas follows all
these threads to illuminate and make new sense of the intricate relationships among scientific analysis,
policymaking procedure, and institutional legitimacy at a crucial moment in British and American history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America,
1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Rational
Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Rational
Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Myra Hackett:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Rational
Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology).

Susan Douglas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America,
1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

William Sam:

Exactly why? Because this Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960



(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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