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A fascinating, powerfully evocative story of four generations of Cuban women, through whose lives the
author illuminates a vivid picture--both personal and historical--of Cuba in our century.

"When I want to read a culture," writes Wendy Gimbel in her prologue, "I listen to stories about families,
sensing in their contours the substance of larger mysteries." And certainly in the Revuelta family she has
found a source of both mystery and revelation.

At its center is Naty: born in 1925, educated in the United States, a socialite during the Batista era, who after
marriage to a prominent doctor and the birth of a daughter became intoxicated with Castro and his revolution
(here, published for the first time, are the letters they exchanged while he was in jail). Though her husband
and daughter immigrated to the United States after Castro's victory, Naty remained in Cuba to raise her
second child, Castro's unacknowledged daughter, only to be ultimately confronted by his dismissive,
withering judgment: "Naty missed the train." Her two daughters, one of whom settles well into life in
America, while the other never recovers from her father's intransigent repudiation of her; her granddaughter,
who Naty desperately believes will return to Cuba when--not if--Castro is removed from the island; and her
mother, an unregenerate reactionary: these are the lives that complete this extraordinary story.

Each of the women is irrevocably marked with a part of the island's terrible and poignant tale, and Wendy
Gimbel has created a rich and intense narrative of their lives and times. Havana Dreams leaves us with an
indelible impression of familial obligation and illicit love; of the heady but doomed romanticism of
revolution; and of the profound consequences of Cuba's contemporary history for the ordinary and most
intimate lives of its people.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Nance:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Havana Dreams: A Story of a Cuban
Family. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Penny Stout:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Havana Dreams: A Story of a Cuban Family
is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Fong:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Havana Dreams: A
Story of a Cuban Family, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Helen Noyola:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Havana Dreams: A Story of a Cuban Family can make you feel more
interested to read.
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