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During his sojourn in England during the 1870s, a young Cavafy found himself enthralled by the aesthetic
movement of cosmopolitan London. It was during these years that he encountered the canvases and
personalities of Pre-Raphaelite painters, including Burne-Jones and Whistler, as well as works of aesthetic
writers who were effecting a revolution in British literary culture and channeling influences from France that
would gradually coalesce into an international decadent movement. In Reframing Decadence Peter Jeffreys
returns us to this critical period of Cavafy's life, showing the poet's creative indebtedness to British and
French avant-garde aesthetes whose collective impact on his poetry proved to be profound. In the process,
Jeffreys offers a critical reappraisal of Cavafy’s relation to Victorian aestheticism and French literary
decadence.

Foremost among the tropes of decadence that captivated Cavafy were the decline of imperial Rome, the rise
of Christianity, and the lingering twilight of Byzantium. The influence of Walter Pater on Cavafy’s view of
classical and late-antique history was immense, inflected as it was with an unapologetic homoerotic aesthetic
that Cavafy would adopt as his own, making Pater’s imaginary portraits an important touchstone for his own
historicizing poetry. Cavafy would move beyond Pater to explore a more openly homoerotic sensuality but
he never quite abandoned this rich Victorian legacy, one that contributed greatly to his emergence as a global
poet. Jeffreys concludes by considering Cavafy’s current popularity as a gay poet and his curious relation to
kitsch as manifest in his ongoing popularity via translation and visual media.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Corey Ison:

Here thing why this Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Reframing Decadence:
C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits in e-book can be your option.

Terry Dansby:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer may be Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

David Whetstone:

This Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or



fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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