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The explosive rise in the U.S. incarceration rate in the second half of the twentieth century, and the racial
transformation of the prison population from mostly white at mid-century to sixty-five percent black and
Latino in the present day, is a trend that cannot easily be ignored. Many believe that this shift began with the
"tough on crime" policies advocated by Republicans and southern Democrats beginning in the late 1960s,
which sought longer prison sentences, more frequent use of the death penalty, and the explicit or implicit
targeting of politically marginalized people. In The First Civil Right, Naomi Murakawa inverts the
conventional wisdom by arguing that the expansion of the federal carceral state-a system that
disproportionately imprisons blacks and Latinos-was, in fact, rooted in the civil-rights liberalism of the
1940s and early 1960s, not in the period after.

Murakawa traces the development of the modern American prison system through several presidencies, both
Republican and Democrat. Responding to calls to end the lawlessness and violence against blacks at the state
and local levels, the Truman administration expanded the scope of what was previously a weak federal
system. Later administrations from Johnson to Clinton expanded the federal presence even more. Ironically,
these steps laid the groundwork for the creation of the vast penal archipelago that now exists in the United
States. What began as a liberal initiative to curb the mob violence and police brutality that had deprived
racial minorities of their 'first civil right-physical safety-eventually evolved into the federal correctional
system that now deprives them, in unjustly large numbers, of another important right: freedom. The First
Civil Right is a groundbreaking analysis of root of the conflicts that lie at the intersection of race and the
legal system in America.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Here thing why this specific The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The
First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide
that similar with The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) in e-book can be your alternate.

Harriet Blum:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The First Civil Right: How Liberals
Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The First Civil
Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) become
your starter.

Joshua Mendez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America
(Studies in Postwar American Political Development) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built



Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide The First Civil
Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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