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They were four exceptional soldiers, a new generation asked to save an army that had been hollowed out
after Vietnam. They survived the military's brutal winnowing to reach its top echelon. They became the
Army's most influential generals in the crucible of Iraq.

Collectively, their lives tell the story of the Army over the last four decades and illuminate the path it must
travel to protect the nation over the next century. Theirs is a story of successes and failures, of ambitions
achieved and thwarted, of the responsibilities and perils of command. The careers of this elite quartet show
how the most powerful military force in the world entered a major war unprepared, and how the Army,
drawing on a reservoir of talent that few thought it possessed, saved itself from crushing defeat against a
ruthless, low-tech foe. In The Fourth Star, you'll follow:

•Gen. John Abizaid, one of the Army's most brilliant minds. Fluent in Arabic, he forged an unconventional
path in the military to make himself an expert on the Middle East, but this unique background made him
skeptical of the war he found himself leading.

•Gen. George Casey Jr., the son of the highest-ranking general to be killed in the Vietnam War. Casey had
grown up in the Army and won praise for his common touch and skill as a soldier. He was determined not to
repeat the mistakes of Vietnam but would take much of the blame as Iraq collapsed around him.

•Gen. Peter Chiarelli, an emotional, take-charge leader who, more than any other senior officer, felt the sting
of the Army's failures in Iraq. He drove his soldiers, the chain of command, and the U.S. government to
rethink the occupation plans–yet rarely achieved the results he sought.

•Gen. David Petraeus, a driven soldier-scholar. Determined to reach the Army's summit almost since the day
he entered West Point, he sometimes alienated peers with his ambition and competitiveness. When he finally
got his chance in Iraq, he–more than anyone–changed the Army's conception of what was possible.

Masterfully written and richly reported, The Fourth Star ranges far beyond today's battlefields, evoking the
Army's tumultuous history since Vietnam through these four captivating lives and ultimately revealing a
fascinating irony: In an institution that prizes obedience, the most effective warriors are often those who dare
to question the prevailing orthodoxy and in doing so redefine the American way of war.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the
United States Army.

William Delacruz:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Fourth Star: Four
Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the United States Army. All type of book could you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Lawrence Woods:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for
the Future of the United States Army can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sandra Birk:

The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the United States Army can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the United States Army yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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