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In 1921, Ben Hecht wrote a column for the Chicago Daily News that his editor called “journalism
extraordinary; journalism that invaded the realm of literature.” Hecht’s collection of sixty-four of these
pieces, illustrated with striking pen drawings by Herman Rosse, is a timeless caricature of urban American
life in the jazz age, updated with a new Introduction for the twenty-first century. From the glittering opulence
of Michigan Avenue to the darkest ruminations of an escaped convict, from captains of industry to
immigrant day laborers, Hecht captures 1920s Chicago in all its furor, intensity, and absurdity.

“The columns in 1,001 Afternoons in Chicago are scruffy time capsules of an earlier Chicago, an era that is
long gone but still recognizable to readers' imaginations. Michigan Avenue, Lake Michigan, street names
such as Dearborn and Adams and LaSalle and Wabansia, places such as the Art Institute of Chicago—they're
all here, sprinkled amid Hecht's nervous little haikus of urban life. He calls Chicago ‘a razzle-dazzle of
dreams, tragedies, fantasies,’ and his tales capture gorgeous scraps of it, vivid vignettes starring businessmen
and hobos and cops and socialites and janitors. . . . Thanks to Hecht, the Chicago of 1922 and the Chicago of
2009 bump into each other, shake hands, exchange greetings. Then, this being Chicago, they go for a drink
and talk about old times. New ones too.”—Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune

“The hardboiled audacity and wit that became Hecht’s signature as Hollywood’s most celebrated screen-
writer are conspicuous in these vignettes. Most of them are comic and sardonic, some strike muted tragic or
somber atmospheric notes. . . . The best are timeless character sketches that have taken on an added interest
as shards of social history.”—L. S. Klepp, Voice Literary Supplement
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago. Try to face the book A
Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Dorothy Frazier:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book A Thousand and One Afternoons
in Chicago. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

June Weiss:

This A Thousand and One Afternoons in Chicago is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Thousand and One
Afternoons in Chicago in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Royce Britton:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually A Thousand and One Afternoons
in Chicago. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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