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Betty Boyd Caroli's engrossing and informative First Ladies is both a captivating read and an essential
resource for anyone interested in the role of America's First Ladies. This expanded and updated fourth
edition includes Laura Bush's tenure, Hillary Clinton's 2008 presidential bid, and an in-depth look at
Michelle Obama, one of the most charismatic and appealing First Ladies in recent history.
Covering all forty-one women from Martha Washington to Michelle Obama and including the daughters,
daughters-in-law, and sisters of presidents who sometimes served as First Ladies, Caroli explores each
woman's background, marriage, and accomplishments and failures in office. This remarkably diverse lot
included Abigail Adams, whose "remember the ladies" became a twentieth-century feminist refrain; Jane
Pierce, who prayed her husband would lose the election; Helen Taft, who insisted on living in the White
House, although her husband would have preferred a judgeship; Eleanor Roosevelt, who epitomized the
politically involved First Lady; and Pat Nixon, who perfected what some have called "the robot image."
They ranged in age from early 20s to late 60s; some received superb educations for their time, while others
had little or no schooling. Including the courageous and adventurous, the emotionally unstable, the
ambitious, and the reserved, these women often did not fit the traditional expectations of a presidential
helpmate.
Here then is an engaging portrait of how each First Lady changed the role and how the role changed in
response to American culture. These women left remarkably complete records, and their stories offer us a
window through which to view not only this particular sorority of women, but also American women in
general.

"Impressive...Caroli's profiles and observations of American first ladies and their relationship to the media
are intelligent and perceptive." --Philadelphia Inquirer
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this First Ladies: From Martha Washington to Michelle Obama.

Lois Cox:

The particular book First Ladies: From Martha Washington to Michelle Obama has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Nancy Smith:

First Ladies: From Martha Washington to Michelle Obama can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing First Ladies: From
Martha Washington to Michelle Obama but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Avril Morris:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be First Ladies: From Martha Washington to Michelle Obama why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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