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John Fowles presents a remarkable translation of a nineteenth-century work that provided the seed for his
acclaimed novel The French Lieutenant's Woman and that will astonish and haunt modern readers.

Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as Fowles
points out in the foreword to his translation, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black
mind."
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations). Try to make
book Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations) as your pal. It means that it can to be your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Carolyn Hoffman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Ourika: An English
Translation (Texts and Translations).

Barbara Erickson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations).

Bradley Roberts:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ourika: An English Translation (Texts and Translations) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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