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The black sun, an ages-old image of the darkness in individual lives and in life itself, has not been treated
hospitably in the modern world. Modern psychology has seen darkness primarily as a negative force,
something to move through and beyond, but it actually has an intrinsic importance to the human psyche. In
this book, Jungian analyst Stanton Marlan reexamines the paradoxical image of the black sun and the
meaning of darkness in Western culture.

In the image of the black sun, Marlan finds the hint of a darkness that shines. He draws upon his clinical
experiences—and on a wide range of literature and art, including Goethe’s Faust, Dante’s Inferno, the black
art of Rothko and Reinhardt—to explore the influence of light and shadow on the fundamental structures of
modern thought as well as the contemporary practice of analysis. He shows that the black sun accompanies
not only the most negative of psychic experiences but also the most sublime, resonating with the mystical
experience of negative theology, the Kabbalah, the Buddhist notions of the void, and the black light of the
Sufi Mystics.

An important contribution to the understanding of alchemical psychology, this book draws on a postmodern
sensibility to develop an original understanding of the black sun. It offers insight into modernity, the act of
imagination, and the work of analysis in understanding depression, trauma, and transformation of the soul.
Marlan’s original reflections help us to explore the unknown darkness conventionally called the Self.

The image of Kali appearing in the color insert following page 44 is © Maitreya Bowen, reproduced with
her permission, maitreyabowen@yahoo.com.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Barnett:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Black Sun:
The Alchemy and Art of Darkness (Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series in Analytical Psychology)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathryn Richardson:

The book The Black Sun: The Alchemy and Art of Darkness (Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series in Analytical
Psychology) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Black
Sun: The Alchemy and Art of Darkness (Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series in Analytical Psychology) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Amanda Bell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book The Black Sun: The Alchemy and Art of Darkness (Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series
in Analytical Psychology) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

John Morris:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and The Black Sun: The Alchemy and Art of Darkness
(Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series in Analytical Psychology) as well as others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Black Sun: The Alchemy and Art of
Darkness (Carolyn and Ernest Fay Series in Analytical Psychology) to make your spare time far more



colorful. Many types of book like here.
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