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It was Carl Dahlhaus who coined the phrase â€˜dead timeâ€™ to describe the state of the symphony between
Schumann and Brahms. Christopher Fifield argues that many of the symphonies dismissed by Dahlhaus
made worthy contributions to the genre. He traces the root of the problem further back to Beethovenâ€™s
ninth symphony, a work which then proceeded to intimidate symphonists who followed in its composer's
footsteps, including Schubert, Mendelssohn and Schumann. In 1824 Beethoven set a standard that then had
to rise in response to more demanding expectations from both audiences and the musical press. Christopher
Fifield, who has a conductorâ€™s intimacy with the repertory, looks in turn at the five decades between the
mid-1820s and mid-1870s. He deals only with non-programmatic works, leaving the programme symphony
to travel its own route to the symphonic poem. Composers who lead to Brahms (himself a reluctant
symphonist until the age of 43 in 1876) are frequently dismissed as epigones of Beethoven, Mendelssohn and
Schumann but by investigating their symphonies, Fifield reveals their respective brands of originality, even
their own possible influence upon Brahms himself and in so doing, shines a light into a half-century of
neglected nineteenth century German symphonic music.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The German Symphony between Beethoven and Brahms:
The Fall and Rise of a Genre.

Erwin Fast:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The German Symphony between Beethoven and Brahms:
The Fall and Rise of a Genre is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Stephanie Knowles:

The book untitled The German Symphony between Beethoven and Brahms: The Fall and Rise of a Genre
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Rochester:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The German Symphony between Beethoven
and Brahms: The Fall and Rise of a Genre can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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