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A Jewish factory worker is falsely accused of ritually murdering a Christian boy in Russia in 1911, and his
trial becomes an international cause célèbre.
 
On March 20, 1911, thirteen-year-old Andrei Yushchinsky was found stabbed to death in a cave on the
outskirts of Kiev. Four months later, Russian police arrested Mendel Beilis, a thirty-seven-year-old father of
five who worked as a clerk in a brick factory nearby, and charged him not only with Andrei’s murder but
also with the Jewish ritual murder of a Christian child. Despite the fact that there was no evidence linking
him to the crime, that he had a solid alibi, and that his main accuser was a professional criminal who was
herself under suspicion for the murder, Beilis was imprisoned for more than two years before being brought
to trial. As a handful of Russian officials and journalists diligently searched for the real killer, the rabid anti-
Semites known as the Black Hundreds whipped into a frenzy men and women throughout the Russian
Empire who firmly believed that this was only the latest example of centuries of Jewish ritual murder of
Christian children—the age-old blood libel.
 
With the full backing of Tsar Nicholas II’s teetering government, the prosecution called an array of “expert
witnesses”—pathologists, a theologian, a psychological profiler—whose laughably incompetent testimony
horrified liberal Russians and brought to Beilis’s side an array of international supporters who included
Thomas Mann, H. G. Wells, Anatole France, Arthur Conan Doyle, the archbishop of Canterbury, and Jane
Addams. The jury’s split verdict allowed both sides to claim victory: they agreed with the prosecution’s
description of the wounds on the boy’s body—a description that was worded to imply a ritual murder—but
they determined that Beilis was not the murderer. After the fall of the Romanovs in 1917, a renewed effort to
find Andrei’s killer was not successful; in recent years his grave has become a pilgrimage site for those
convinced that the boy was murdered by a Jew so that his blood could be used in making Passover matzo.
Visitors today will find it covered with flowers.

(With 24 pages of black-and-white illustrations.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this A Child of Christian Blood:
Murder and Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel, you are able to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Gary Collis:

The book untitled A Child of Christian Blood: Murder and Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood
Libel is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of A Child of Christian Blood: Murder and Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Nancy Bowers:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving A Child of Christian Blood:
Murder and Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick A
Child of Christian Blood: Murder and Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel become your
starter.

Rena Campbell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book A Child of Christian Blood: Murder and
Conspiracy in Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide A Child of Christian Blood: Murder and Conspiracy in
Tsarist Russia: The Beilis Blood Libel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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