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Universities were once largely insular institutions whose purview extended no further than the campus gates.
Not anymore. Today's universities have evolved into multifaceted organizations with complex connections to
government, business, and the community. This thought-provoking book by Harold Shapiro, former
president of both Princeton University and the University of Michigan, and Chairman of the National
Bioethics Advisory Commission under President Bill Clinton, explores the role the modern university should
play as an ethical force and societal steward.

Based on the 2003 Clark Kerr lectures, A Larger Sense of Purpose draws from Shapiro's twenty-five years of
experience leading major research universities and takes up key topics of debate in higher education. What
are the nature and objectives of a liberal education? How should universities address the increasing
commercialization not only of intercollegiate sports but of education and research? What are the university's
responsibilities for the moral education of students?

The book begins with an expanded history of the modern research institution followed by essays on ethics,
the academic curriculum, the differences between private and public higher education, the future of
intellectual property rights, and the changing relationship between the nation's universities and the for-profit
sector. Shapiro calls for universities to be more accountable morally as well as academically. He urges
scientists not only to educate others about the potential and limitations of science but also to acknowledge
the public's distress over the challenges presented by the very success of the scientific enterprise. He
advocates for a more intimate connection between professional training and the liberal arts--in the hope that
future doctors, lawyers, and business executives will be educated in ethics and the social sciences as well as
they are in anatomy, torts, and leveraged buyouts.

Candid, timely, and provocative, A Larger Sense of Purpose demands the attention of not only those in
academics but of anyone who shares an interest in the soul of education.
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From reader reviews:

Ramiro Alvarez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The
2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer regarding A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The
2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Theodore Parish:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and Society
(The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Joseph Lewis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The A Larger Sense
of Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Houston Estes:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book A Larger Sense of Purpose: Higher Education and
Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide A Larger Sense of



Purpose: Higher Education and Society (The 2003 Clark Kerr Lectures) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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