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Fairy Tales: A New History Ruth B. Bottigheimer
Overturnstraditional views of the origins of fairy tales and documents their actual origins and transmission.

Where did Cinderella come from? Puss in Boots? Rapunzel ? The origins of fairy tales are looked at in a new
way in these highly engaging pages. Conventional wisdom holds that fairy tales originated in the oral
traditions of peasants and were recorded for posterity by the Brothers Grimm during the nineteenth century.
Ruth B. Bottigheimer overturns this view in alively account of the origins of these well-loved stories.
Charles Perrault created Cinderella and her fairy godmother, but no countrywoman whispered thistaleinto
Perrault’s ear. Instead, his Cinderella appeared only after he had edited it from the book of often amoral tales
published by Giambattista Basile in Naples. Distinguishing fairy tales from folktales and showing the
influence of the medieval romance on them, Bottigheimer documents how fairy tales originated as urban
writing for urban readers and listeners. Working backward from the Grimms to the earliest known sixteenth-
century fairy tales of the Italian Renaissance, Bottigheimer argues for a book-based history of fairy tales. The
first new approach to fairy tale history in decades, this book answers questions about where fairy tales came
from and how they spread, illuminating a narrative process long veiled by surmise and assumption.

“Bottingheimer’ swork is as always provocative and interesting.” — Journal of American Folklore

“The genius of this slender volume is not so much that it provides atotally ‘new history,” but rather that it
presents not only Bottigheimer’s research but also that of John Ellis, Heinz Rdlleke, Nancy Canepa, and
many others in cogent, persuasive, eminently readable prose ... A fascinating study in intertextuality, this
book includes a helpful list of the 77 tales discussed, categorized by the author.” — CHOICE

“Some scholars say that, whether or not one agrees with all of Bottigheimer’s conclusions, her work isa
useful questioning of popularly held beliefs.” — Chronicle Review

“This book will forever change the way that scholars and readers view a genre—the literary fairy tale—that
remains vital today.” — Suzanne Magnanini, author of Fairy-Tale Science: Monstrous Generation in the
Tales of Straparolaand Basile

Ruth B. Bottigheimer teaches European fairy tales and British children’ s literature at Stony Brook
University, State University of New Y ork. She is the coeditor (with Leela Prasad and Lalita Handoo) of
Gender and Story in South India, also published by SUNY Press, and the author of several books, including
Fairy Godfather: Straparola, Venice, and the Fairy Tale Tradition.
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From reader reviews:
Martha Wilson:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Fairy Tales: A New History, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Grace McCléllan:

The guide with title Fairy Tales: A New History haslot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Harriet Dupree:

Inthis eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will see
that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for you is
Fairy Tales: A New History thisreserve consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now.
That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That iswhy
this book appropriate all of you.

Bonnie Pace:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fairy Tales: A New History can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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