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A legend of improvisational theater, Del Close is best known for discovering and cultivating the talents of
John Belushi, Chris Farley, Bill Murray, Mike Meyers, and countless other comedy giants. He was resident
director of Chicago's famed Second City and "house metaphysician" for "Saturday Night Live," a talent in
his own right, and one of the brightest and wackiest theater gurus ever. Jeff Griggs was a student of Close's
at the ImprovOlympic in Chicago when he was asked to help the aging mentor (often in ill health) by driving
him around the city on his weekly errands. The two developed a volatile friendship that shocked, angered,
and amused both of them—and produced this hilarious and ultimately endearing chronicle of Close's last
years. With all the elements of a picaresque novel, Guru captures Close at his zaniest but also shows him in
theatrical situations that confirm his genius in conceptualizing and directing improvisational theater.
Between comic episodes, Jeff Griggs gives the reader the essentials of Close's biography: his childhood in
Kansas, early years as an actor, countercultural exploits in the 1960s (he toured with Ken Kesey and the
Merry Pranksters and designed light shows for the Grateful Dead), years with the Compass Players and then
with Second City, and continuing experimentation with every drug imaginable, which pretty much cost him
his health and ultimately his life. He was comedian, director, teacher, writer, actor, poet, fire-eater, junkie,
and philosopher. "Being a really good actor does not necessarily guarantee that you will be a very good
improviser," Close liked to say. "Being an actual, complete, hopeless, wretched geek in real life doesn't
disqualify you from being a solid improviser, either." He approached improv the same way he conducted his
life—in bizarre, dark, and dangerous fashion. Guru captures it.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Guru:
My Days with Del Close.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Typically the book Guru: My Days with Del Close has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Robert Schneck:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Guru: My Days with Del Close your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Guru: My Days with Del Close giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jeremy Reed:

This Guru: My Days with Del Close is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Guru: My Days with Del Close in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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