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Was the “Blood Countess” history’s first and perhaps worst female serial killer? Or did her accusers
create a violent fiction in order to remove this beautiful, intelligent, ambitious foe from the male-
dominated world of Hungarian politics?
 
In 1611, Countess Erzsébet Báthory, a powerful Hungarian noblewoman, stood helpless as masons walled
her inside her castle tower, dooming her to spend her final years in solitary confinement. Her crime—the
gruesome murders of dozens of female servants, mostly young girls tortured to death for displeasing their
ruthless mistress. Her opponents painted her as a bloodthirsty škrata—a witch—a portrayal that would
expand to grotesque proportions through the centuries.

In this riveting dramatization of Erzsébet Báthory’s life, the countess tells her story in her own words,
writing to her only son—a final reckoning from his mother in an attempt to reveal the truth behind her
downfall. Countess Báthory describes her upbringing in one of the most powerful noble houses in Hungary,
recounting in loving detail her devotion to her parents and siblings as well as the heartbreak of losing her
father at a young age. She soon discovers the price of being a woman in sixteenth-century Hungary as her
mother arranges her marriage to Ferenc Nádasdy, a union made with the cold calculation of a financial
transaction. Young Erzsébet knows she has no choice but to accept this marriage even as she laments its
loveless nature and ultimately turns to the illicit affections of another man.

Seemingly resigned to a marriage of convenience and a life of surreptitious pleasure, the countess surprises
even herself as she ignites a marital spark with Ferenc through the most unromantic of acts: the violent
punishment of an insolent female servant. The event shows Ferenc that his wife is no trophy but a strong,
determined woman more than capable of managing their vast estates during Ferenc’s extensive military
campaigns against the Turks. Her naked assertion of power accomplishes what her famed beauty could not:
capturing the love of her husband.

The countess embraces this new role of loving wife and mother, doing everything she can to expand her
husband’s power and secure her family’s future. But a darker side surfaces as Countess Báthory’s demand
for virtue, obedience, and, above all, respect from her servants takes a sinister turn. What emerges is not only
a disturbing, unflinching portrait of the deeds that gave Báthory the moniker “Blood Countess,” but an
intimate look at the woman who became a monster.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The
Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Lillian Robbins:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Sunday Richey:

The e-book with title The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Wanda Pence:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a reserve. The book The Countess: A Novel of Elizabeth Bathory it is very good to read. There are
a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.
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