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Erin go bragh. Ireland forever. The popular Celtic saying is heard in the United States from New York to
San Francisco because there are more than 39 million Americans who list their ancestry as Irish. Nearly
800,000 Irish arrived here between 1841 and 1850, and 900,000 followed over the next decade. In other
words, more than one out of every five people in Ireland left for the United States in that 20-year period.
The Irish American Family Album is a remarkable history and memoir. In their own words--from diary
entries, letters, interviews, and personal reflections--and with photographs and clippings pulled from family
archives and the press of the day, the rich and colorful history of the Irish immigration to this country is told
with a passion and wit that is uniquely Irish. Life on the "ould sod" and the hardships of the great potato
famine and British rule, the decision to leave, the arduous Atlantic journey, first impressions of their new
home, settling in and building a new life--all are made immediate and real through the words and snapshots
of the participants. But not all are happy memories. Most of the immigrants were young people and left
Ireland with a heavy heart, believing that they would never again see those they left behind. They faced
prejudice in this country--"No Irish Need Apply" was a familiar sign in shop windows and in newspaper
advertisements--and living conditions in the tenements they could afford were a far cry from life on the farm
back home.
Many immigrants found their first jobs here as laborers. They were among the workers who built the Erie
Canal, the transcontinental railroad, and the Statue of Liberty. In the west, Irish laborers found work as
miners during the gold rush. Irish women often worked as servants in the houses of the upper class, or
worked in the cloth mills of New England. Though prejudice tried to keep the majority at the bottom of
society, the very size of the Irish American community made them a powerful political force, and in cities
such as Boston, New York, and Chicago, the Irish took control of local political organizations and were soon
a force to be reckoned with.
There are many success stories in The Irish American Family Album. The Kennedy family, film actor John
Wayne, artist Georgia O'Keeffe, novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Sandra Day O'Connor, the first woman
justice of the Supreme Court--all bear witness to the strength and endurance of the Irish spirit. These and
other famous Irish Americans are profiled throughout the book.
But the real joy comes in seeing the multitude of faces in the rare and fascinating photographs, and reading
memories of Irish grandmothers, of boys who grew up in "Hell's Kitchen" at the turn of the century, of an
early union organizer, and the thousand of other voices that make up the proud and diverse Irish American
community. Their stories add an important chapter to the multicultural portrait of America.

The titles in the American Family Albums series tell the multicolored and often heroic stories of American
immigrant groups, largely through their own words and pictures. Like any family album or scrapbook, the
pages contain many period photographs and other memorabilia. These join with original documents--
including selections from diaries, letters, memoirs, and newspapers--to bring the immigrant experience
vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Davis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Irish American Family Album
(American Family Albums). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Melissa Becker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Irish American Family
Album (American Family Albums) as the daily resource information.

Carl Brinkley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them
is this The Irish American Family Album (American Family Albums).

Lola Behrendt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Irish American Family Album (American Family
Albums) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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