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Blasphemy: Art that Offends is a prescient examination of the perpetually troubled, often explosive
relationship between religion, politics and art. This book draws on a rich wealth of visual material, tracing
both the history of blasphemy as a concept and re-positioning the term in the twenty-first century.

Questions of censorship and freedom of expression are today extremely volatile, a fact evinced by the recent
international backlash against the Danish newspaper Islamic caricatures and the murder of the Dutch
filmmaker Theo Van Gogh following the release of his notorious Submission. Blasphemy: Art that Offends
provides a vital vantage point from which to view the complicated, compelling interrelations between
religion, politics and the visual arts.

Religious and political authorities have burned, banned and banished blasphemous art for centuries. In 1627,
Dutch political authorities tortured and imprisoned the painter Johannes Torrentius for creating blasphemous
images – mostly pornographic renderings of mythological subjects – and publicly burned his paintings. In
1989, US Senator Jesse Helms decried Andres Serrano’s Piss Christ calling it “blasphemy and insensitivity
toward the religious community”. In a reversal of Torrentius’ artistic fate, Helms’ accusations, accompanied
by the tearing up of a copy of the offending picture, helped raise Serrano’s status as a photographer,
prompting both international visibility and an increase in sales of his work.

God, Mohammed, Jesus, the Quran, the Bible and the Torah have all been at one point or another subjected
to artistic interpretation, as have more liberal values, such as friendship, education and the nation-state. The
book features a broad range of iconographic and textual material including painting, photography,
calligraphy, illuminated manuscripts, advertisement, graphic design, and film.

Works including Piss Christ and Dinos and Jake Chapmans’ Hell, as well as the films Submission and Monty
Python’s Life of Brian are explored in detail by author and academic S Brent Plate. Also analysed are
transgressive works of art, past and present, which walk the line between expression and incitement, by
Francis Bacon, Banksy, Caravaggio, Marc Chagall, Marcus Harvey, Sarah Lucas, Edvard Munch, Herman
Nitsch and Rembrandt amongst others.

In the twenty-first century the boundary between artistic freedom and incitement is becoming ever more
blurred, and the modes of objection by political and religious fundamentalists are becoming ever more
extreme. BBlasphemy: Art that Offends is testament to the enduring power of images and words to provoke,
challenge and engage, questioning the status of blasphemy in a world ever more divided as to what is
acceptable and what is profane.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Blasphemy: Art That Offends, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Harold Graham:

The actual book Blasphemy: Art That Offends has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Mark Thomas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Blasphemy: Art That Offends, you
are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Antonio Beeler:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Blasphemy: Art That Offends we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Blasphemy: Art That Offends. You can
more attractive than now.
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