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I met Miriam Kabliski Cohen quite by accident, and for me it was a life-changing event. My ninety-four-
year-old widowed mother had recently moved into an assisted living facility in Venice, Florida, after my
step-father died in 2009, and Miriam was her next-door neighbor. One day when I was visiting my mother,
Miriam or Mira - as her friends and family called her - stopped by to visit. My first impression of her was of
a small, white-haired lady, who walked with a slight stoop and had a foreign accent that I couldn't quite
place. She appeared to be in her late seventies, and what surprised me the most as we started talking, was that
she was quite computer literate. She had her own active Facebook page, Twitter account and kept in touch
with her large family through e-mails. After Mira had left the apartment, I asked my mother to tell me more
about her. She told me that Mira was Polish and had been sent to Auschwitz during WWII, but that's all she
knew. Since I was quite interested in WWII history, especially The Holocaust, I asked my mother to call me
the next time Mira stopped by, and I would like to hear more about her life. A couple of weeks later, my
mother arranged a meeting in her apartment. I didn't know what to expect as I wasn't sure if Mira wanted to
talk about her childhood experiences. Our meeting started out pleasantly, but soon it became apparent that
whatever had happened many years ago was something that she didn't want to talk about. I changed the
subject because I certainly didn't want to make her uncomfortable by asking her questions about her past.
She asked me where I worked, and I told her I was an author and that I had written several books, including
one about WWII. The more we talked, the more she opened up, until she told me that she wanted to go back
to her apartment and get something to share with me. Within minutes, she returned with a well-worn leather
satchel. Opening it, she started pulling out scraps of paper until there was quite a large pile on my mother's
coffee table. When I asked her what were on the scraps of paper, she replied, "My story." As I picked them
up and examined them, I noticed they were obviously written in a young person's handwriting, and were in a
foreign language; Polish I correctly assumed. As I was going through the scraps, she reached into the satchel,
pulled out a well-worn rag doll, and handed it to me. "Meet Alinka," she said. Alinka's clothes were tattered
and dirty, her bisque head was crackled and chipped, and one of her arms was badly repaired. But, when
Mira reached over, took her back, and hugged her tightly to her chest, I got a brief glimpse of an eight-year-
old Polish girl sitting across from me. _____ Holocaust, Jewish, WWII, Polish, Auschwitz
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Innocence Lost - A Childhood Stolen book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Aimee Nguyen:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Innocence Lost - A Childhood Stolen why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Joyce Volz:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Innocence Lost
- A Childhood Stolen will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Guadalupe Hauser:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Innocence Lost - A Childhood Stolen. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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