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A wry, moving collection of letters from the late J. F. Powers, "a comic writer of genius" (Mary
Gordon)

Best known for his 1963 National Book Award–winning novel, Morte D'Urban, and as a master of the short
story, J. F. Powers drew praise from Evelyn Waugh, Flannery O'Connor, Saul Bellow, and Philip Roth,
among others. Though Powers's fiction dwelt chiefly on the lives of Catholic priests, he long planned to
write a novel of family life, a feat he never accomplished. He did, however, write thousands of letters, which,
selected here by his daughter, Katherine A. Powers, become an intimate version of that novel, dynamic with
plot and character. They show a dedicated artist, passionate lover, reluctant family man, pained aesthete,
sports fan, and appreciative friend. At times wrenching and sad, at others ironic and exuberantly funny,
Suitable Accommodations is the story of a man at odds with the world and, despite his faith, with his church.
Beginning in prison, where Powers spent more than a year as a conscientious objector, the letters move on to
his courtship, marriage, comically unsuccessful attempt to live in the woods, life in the Midwest and in
Ireland, an unorthodox view of the Catholic Church, and an increasingly bizarre search for "suitable
accommodations," which included three full-scale emigrations to Ireland. Here, too, are encounters with such
diverse people as Thomas Merton, Eugene McCarthy, Robert Lowell, Theodore Roethke, Sean O'Faolain,
Frank O'Connor, Dorothy Day, and Alfred Kinsey.
An NPR Best Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of
Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963 as the daily resource information.

Cherry Simard:

This book untitled Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F.
Powers, 1942-1963 to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store
or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this reserve from your list.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Beside this particular Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of
J. F. Powers, 1942-1963 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Suitable
Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
it? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Manuel Pina:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F.
Powers, 1942-1963 we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt
to change your life with that book Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life:



The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963. You can more appealing than now.
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