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Note: This is the original 2012 report. An updated 2014 law review article is available as 1 Tex. A&M.
L. Rev. 411. This report provides the most comprehensive discussion to date of whether so-called
automated, autonomous, self-driving, or driverless vehicles can be lawfully sold and used on public roads in
the United States. The short answer is that the computer direction of a motor vehicle’s steering, braking, and
accelerating without real-time human input is probably legal. The long answer, contained in the report,
provides a foundation for tailoring regulations and understanding liability issues related to these vehicles.
The report's largely descriptive analysis, which begins with the principle that everything is permitted unless
prohibited, covers three key legal regimes: the 1949 Geneva Convention on Road Traffic, regulations
enacted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), and the vehicle codes of all fifty
US states. The Geneva Convention, to which the United States is a party, probably does not prohibit
automated driving. The treaty promotes road safety by establishing uniform rules, one of which requires
every vehicle or combination thereof to have a driver who is “at all times ... able to control” it. However, this
requirement is likely satisfied if a human is able to intervene in the automated vehicle’s operation. NHTSA’s
regulations, which include the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards to which new vehicles must be
certified, do not generally prohibit or uniquely burden automated vehicles, with the possible exception of one
rule regarding emergency flashers. State vehicle codes probably do not prohibit—but may
complicate—automated driving. These codes assume the presence of licensed human drivers who are able to
exercise human judgment, and particular rules may functionally require that presence. New York somewhat
uniquely directs a driver to keep one hand on the wheel at all times. In addition, far more common rules
mandating reasonable, prudent, practicable, and safe driving have uncertain application to automated
vehicles and their users. Following distance requirements may also restrict the lawful operation of tightly
spaced vehicle platoons. Many of these issues arise even in the three states that expressly regulate automated
vehicles. The primary purpose of this report is to assess the current legal status of automated vehicles.
However, the report includes draft language for US states that wish to clarify this status. It also recommends
five near-term measures that may help increase legal certainty without producing premature regulation. First,
regulators and standards organizations should develop common vocabularies and definitions that are useful
in the legal, technical, and public realms. Second, the United States should closely monitor efforts to amend
or interpret the 1969 Vienna Convention, which contains language similar to the Geneva Convention but
does not bind the United States. Third, NHTSA should indicate the likely scope and schedule of potential
regulatory action. Fourth, US states should analyze how their vehicle codes would or should apply to
automated vehicles, including those that have an identifiable human operator and those that do not. Finally,
additional research on laws applicable to trucks, buses, taxis, low-speed vehicles, and other specialty
vehicles may be useful. This is in addition to ongoing research into the other legal aspects of vehicle
automation.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Automated Vehicles Are Probably Legal in the United
States. Try to stumble through book Automated Vehicles Are Probably Legal in the United States as your
buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Nancy Reese:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this Automated Vehicles Are Probably Legal in the United States.

Derek Winter:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Automated Vehicles Are Probably Legal in the United States can be your answer given
it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Willie Navarro:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Automated Vehicles Are Probably Legal in the United States when you essential it?
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