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"You people put importance on your lives. Well, my life has never been important to anyone. I haven't got
any guilt about anything," bragged the mass-murderer Charles Manson. "These children that come at you
with knives, they are your children. You taught them. I didn't teach them. . . . They are running in the streets-
-and they are coming right at you!" When a real murderer accuses the society he has brutalized, we are
shocked, but we are thrilled by the same accusations when they are mouthed by a fictional rebel, outlaw, or
monster. In Bitter Carnival, Michael Andr Bernstein explores this contradiction and defines a new figure: the
Abject Hero. Standing at the junction of contestation and conformity, the Abject Hero occupies the logically
impossible space created by the intersection of the satanic and the servile. Bernstein shows that we heroicize
the Abject Hero because he represents a convention that has become a staple of our common mythology, as
seductive in mass culture as it is in high art. Moving from an examination of classical Latin satire; through
radically new analyses of Diderot, Dostoevsky, and Cline; and culminating in the courtroom testimony of
Charles Manson, Bitter Carnival offers a revisionist rereading of the entire tradition of the "Saturnalian
dialogue" between masters and slaves, monarchs and fools, philosophers and madmen, citizens and
malcontents. It contests the supposedly regenerative power of the carnivalesque and challenges the pieties of
utopian radicalism fashionable in contemporary academic thinking. The clarity of its argument and literary
style compel us to confront a powerful dilemma that engages some of the most central issues in literary
studies, ethics, cultural history, and critical theory today.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

The particular book Bitter Carnival: Ressentiment and the Abject Hero has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Jerry Raminez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Bitter Carnival: Ressentiment and the
Abject Hero publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Bitter Carnival:
Ressentiment and the Abject Hero as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Brian Seery:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Bitter Carnival: Ressentiment and the
Abject Hero is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Lisa Mercado:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Bitter Carnival: Ressentiment and the Abject Hero can make you feel more interested to
read.
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