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This book offers a fresh perspective on North American history, and the key role played by Halifax and
Victoria in ensuring that Canada emerged as an independent country in the 20th century.

Brian Elson focuses on the significance of the bases for the all-powerful British navy at Halifax and Victoria
through the 19th century and the First World War. As he explains, Halifax gave the Royal Navy the land
base they needed to project British power along the whole east Atlantic coast of North America. Victoria’s
Esquimault did the same thing for the Pacific coast.

During the 1800s the United States grew dramatically, adding huge swaths of lands west, south and north
that had belonged to France, Spain, Mexico, and Russia – while pushing aside native peoples. More than
once the American government came into conflict with Britain over British territory in North America. There
were threats of war and annexation, and American popular support for absorbing Canada was strong.

In this book Bryan Elson shows how the British presence in Halifax, and later in Victoria, stood in the way
of US designs on Canada. American leaders knew that the British Navy, with its bases on both coasts, had
the power to cut them off from the rest of the world with a naval blockade. The American threat to Canada
was effectively countered by the British presence in these two cities.

The two bastions played their most important role in the early years of the First World War. As Bryan Elson
explains, in 1914 the United States stood aside while the British Empire, including Canada, took on
Germany. In this situation, the British navy – including the Canadian navy’s first east coast warship –
mounted a show of force by stopping all incoming and outgoing traffic from the port of New York. This
lasted until the US finally opted into the war, on the side of Britain, in 1917.

Meanwhile, on the west coast the Equimault naval base was buttressed by the extraordinary action of the
B.C. provincial government – which at the start of the war bought two new submarines from a shipyard in
Seattle for the fledgling Canadian navy.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kennedy:

This book untitled Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Raul Warren:

This Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 is brand-new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax,
Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918.

Patrick Allen:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax,
Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Canada's Bastions of
Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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