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In the summer of 1998, Daniel Gordis and his family moved to Israel from Los Angeles. They planned to be
there for a year, during which time Daniel would be a Fellow at the Mandel Institute in Jerusalem. This was
a euphoric time in Israel. The economy was booming, and peace seemed virtually guaranteed. A few months
into their stay, Gordis and his wife decided to remain in Israel permanently, confident that their children
would be among the first generation of Israelis to grow up in peace.

Immediately after arriving in Israel, Daniel had started sending out e-mails about his and his family’s life to
friends and family abroad. These missives—passionate, thoughtful, beautifully written, and
informative—began reaching a much broader readership than he’d ever envisioned, eventually being
excerpted in The New York Times Magazine to much acclaim. An edited and finely crafted collection of his
original e-mails, If a Place Can Make You Cry is a first-person, immediate account of Israel’s post-Oslo
meltdown that
cuts through the rhetoric and stridency of most dispatches from that country or from the international media.

Above all, Gordis tells the story of a family that must cope with the sudden realization that they took their
children from a serene and secure neighborhood in Los Angeles to an Israel not at peace but mired in war.
This is the chronicle of a loss of innocence—the innocence of Daniel and his wife, and of their children.
Ultimately, through Gordis’s eyes, Israel, with all its beauty, madness, violence, and history, comes to life in
a way we’ve never quite seen before.

Daniel Gordis captures as no one has the years leading up to what every Israeli dreaded: on April 1, 2002,
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon declared that Israel was at war. After an almost endless cycle of suicide
bombings and harsh retaliation, any remaining chance for peace had seemingly died.

If a Place Can Make You Cry is the story of a time in which peace gave way to war, when childhood
innocence evaporated in the heat of hatred, when it became difficult even to hope. Like countless other
Israeli parents, Gordis and his wife struggled to make their children’s lives manageable and meaningful,
despite it all. This is a book about what their children gained, what they lost, and how, in the midst of
everything, a whole family learned time and again what really matters.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book If a Place Can Make You Cry:
Dispatches from an Anxious State. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Cornelius Ryerson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This If a Place Can
Make You Cry: Dispatches from an Anxious State is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robyn Pugh:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
If a Place Can Make You Cry: Dispatches from an Anxious State your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The If a Place Can Make You Cry: Dispatches from an
Anxious State giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Luther Ritenour:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this If a Place Can Make You Cry: Dispatches from an Anxious State can
make you feel more interested to read.
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