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For the first time Matthew Rendell tells the little-known story of a Latin American country in which cycling
is the national sport, whose sportsmen, denied the enormous benefits of prosperity, cutting-edge technology
and unlimited sponsorship, have nevertheless achieved prodigious cycling feats both at home and abroad,
and helped to forge for Colombia a heroic national identity. He tells of how, during the fifties, Colombia's
own top cycle race, the Vuelta de Colombia, was still being held on dusty, unpaved roads - with
consequentially ghastly accidents; of how the first top European cyclists who came to race in Colombia
found themselves utterly vanquished by its endless mountain climbs; of how the biography of Colombia's
first cycling superstar was written by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Then, following the story through to the
seventies and eighties, he shows how Colombia's cyclists began to make their mark abroad, even in the
ultimate competition, the Tour de France - and, while they may have lacked the team discipline and the pace
training to win the race itself, how to them the premier accolade was to become King of the Mountains, by
beating everyone else in the Tour's most draining mountain stage. And he traces the gradual process whereby
Colombia's irremediable political instability led to the rise of the cocaine cartels, and how, in the world of
cycling, sponsorship and the simple desire to achieve the best became inextricably linked with the world of
drug smuggling. Kings of the Mountains is a remarkable sports book about outstanding heroism and
superhuman achievement, the natural follow-up to the literary interest in cycling generated by Lance
Armstrong winning the William Hill.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's
Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Pamela Cole:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes
Changed Their Nation's History ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Kings of the Mountains: How
Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling
Heroes Changed Their Nation's History. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Cathy Duran:

This Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Kings of the
Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History can be one of the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Kings of the Mountains: How
Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Douglas Moskowitz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on



there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Kings of the Mountains: How Colombia's Cycling Heroes Changed Their Nation's History can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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