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When Abraham Lincoln issued his final Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, he not only freed
the slaves in the Confederate states but also invited freed slaves and free persons of color to join the U.S.
Army as part of the U.S. Colored Troops (USCT), the first systematic, large-scale effort by the U.S.
government to arm African Americans to aid in the nation’s defense. By the end of the war in 1865, nearly
180,000 black soldiers had fought for the Union. Lincoln’s role in the arming of African Americans remains
a central but unfortunately obscure part of one of the most compelling periods in American history.  In
Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops John David Smith offers a concise, enlightening exploration of the
development of Lincoln’s military emancipation project, its implementation, and the recruitment and
deployment of black troops.  

Though scholars have written much on emancipation and the USCT, Smith’s work frames the evolution of
Lincoln’s ideas on emancipation and arming blacks within congressional actions, explaining how, when, and
why the president seemed to be so halting in his progression to military emancipation. After tracing
Lincoln’s evolution from opposing to supporting emancipation as a necessary war measure and to
championing the recruitment of black troops for the Union Army, Smith details the creation, mobilization,
and diverse military service of the USCT. He assesses the hardships under which the men of the USCT
served, including the multiple forms of discrimination from so-called friends and foes alike, and examines
the broad meaning of Lincoln’s military emancipation project and its place in African American historical
memory.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Ross:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise
Lincoln Library) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Michelle Jarvis:

The book untitled Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
study.

James Fox:

This Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Lincoln and the U.S. Colored
Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

William Pettigrew:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Lincoln and the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library) we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Lincoln and
the U.S. Colored Troops (Concise Lincoln Library). You can more pleasing than now.
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