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Considering that getting along in civil society is based on the expectation that (most) people will do what
they say they will do, i.e., essentially live up to their explicit or implicit promises, it is amazing that so little
scientific attention has been given to the act of promising. A great deal of research has been done on the
moral development of children, for example, but not on the child’s ability to make and keep a promise, one
of the highest moral achievements. What makes it possible developmentally, cognitively, and emotionally to
make a promise in the first place? And on the other hand, what compels one to keep a promise (or vow or
threat) when there seems to be no personal advantage in doing so, and even when harm can be predicted?
How do we know when a promise is offered seriously to be taken at face value, and how do we understand
that another is only a polite gesture, not to be taken seriously?

In Promises, Oaths, and Vows: On the Psychology of Promising, Herbert Schlesinger addresses these
questions, drawing on the literature of moral development in children; the psychotherapy of a patient who
regularly broke promises that were unnecessary in the first place; those who were regarded as "promising
youngsters" who did not fulfill their "promise"; and those who feared making a promise, a commitment, or a
threat out of fear that, once made, the utterance would take on a life of its own and could never be taken
back. Furthermore, he illustrates his conclusions by examining the widespread use of promising in classical
literature, such as Greek drama and the plays of Shakespeare, as well as the motivating and reifying power of
the promise in Western religious traditions.

With a style honed over the penning of two previous books, Schlesinger once again produces a work
grounded in a firm analytic sensibility, but which also retains the wit and candor of the seasoned analyst. His
seminal investigation of this all but neglected topic in the clinical literature is as timely as it is scholarly, and
– with the title firmly in mind – Promises, Oaths, and Vows is assured to be a worthy addition to any
clinician’s library and a provoking investigation into Nietzsche’s notion of man as "the animal who makes
promises."
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Promises, Oaths, and
Vows: On the Psychology of Promising book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

John Stanley:

The guide untitled Promises, Oaths, and Vows: On the Psychology of Promising is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Promises, Oaths, and Vows: On the Psychology of Promising from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

William Patterson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Promises, Oaths, and
Vows: On the Psychology of Promising which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Tim Andrus:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
this Promises, Oaths, and Vows: On the Psychology of Promising.
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