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Despite the Enlightenment's promise of utopian belonging among all citizens, blacks and Jews were
excluded from the life of their host countries. In their diasporic exile both groups were marginalized as
slaves, aliens, unbelievers, and frequently not fully human. The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in
Europe and America explores the effects of diaspora upon black and Jewish consciousness, demonstrating
similar histories of marginality and oppression.

Casting off the fixed social categories of an earlier age, Enlightenment thinkers argued that all men in their
capacity as citizens of a secular state had the right to full civic participation and equal protection under the
law. In theory, such an ideology did not recognize classes or races of men automatically excluded from
citizenship. In fact, negative images of blacks and Jews continued to inform European thought and policy,
providing a rationale for a thriving slave trade abroad and continued oppression of Jews at home. Thus
blacks and Jews were forced to define themselves in accordance with or in opposition to European ideas
about who they were. Of necessity, blacks struggled against the stereotypes of black barbarism and bestiality.
Jewish intellectuals protested their alleged moral unfitness to participate in society, while proclaiming
primary allegiance to their host country rather than to other Jews.

Central to this examination are four key autobiographies, two from the late 1700s and two from recent
history. The autobiographies of Richard Wright and Alfred Kazin, taken as prime twentieth-century
American expressions of racial and ethnic identity, reveal striking similarities to their Enlightenment
counterparts in Europe, the black Olaude Equiano and the Jewish Salomon Maimon. Equiano, Maimon,
Kazin, and Wright all accept the ultimate desirability of Western culture. All believe in the Enlightenment
promise. All were ostracized by the larger political cultures of Great Britain, Germany, and America, but
each made an arduous journey from the ethnic margins of language, culture, and "tribal" loyalty to the
cosmopolitan center of London, Berlin, Chicago, or New York.

These modern European conceptions of black and Jewish identity, as well as the modern forms of racism that
came to term in the eighteenth century, entered America whole cloth. Consequently, American intellectual
and social history of the twentieth century mirrors the same movements toward acceptance and ostracism
that had existed in Enlightenment Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

The book The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The
Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in
Europe and America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brian Faber:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Identity Question: Blacks
and Jews in Europe and America. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Terry Pullen:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Identity Question: Blacks
and Jews in Europe and America giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Warner Gomez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. The Identity Question: Blacks and Jews in Europe and America can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.
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