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This biographical dictionary is an unrivalled source of information about the astonishing succession of
churchmen who have loomed large on the world scene for almost 2,000 years.
The Dictionary contains concise accounts not only of all the officially recognized popes from St. Peter to
John Paul II, but also of all their irregularly elected rivals, the so-called antipopes; it also has an appendix
recording the once generally credited but long discarded, tradition that at some date in the ninth, tenth, or
eleventh century there was a femal pope called Joan. Each pope and antipope is assigned an entry which
covers, except where (as in the early centuries) no information is available, his family and social background
and pre-papal career as well as his activities in office, and each entry has its separate select bibliography,
usually including references to the primary source for the pope's life and his official acts.
The popes have been deliberately arranged in chronological rather than alphabetical order so that each can be
studied in his own historical context. The arrangement also means that the book is in effect a continuous
history of the papacy. Based on careful research, but eminently readable, it provides revealing vignettes of
the extraordinary variety of men who have claimed to be successors of St. Peter, and their varying
involvement on great power politics, personal or family aggrandizement, theological controversy, or spiritual
leadership. It also presents a graphic and moving picture of the fluctuating fortunes of the Christian church
centered in Rome, sometimes submerged by secular forces, but at other times, under popes of determination
and vision, staging a spectacular revival and confronting the world (as today) with a daunting challenge.

About the Author:

J.N.D. Kelly is formerly principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford.

Features:

A matchless resource on the history of the Papacy

· Chronologically arranged and fully indexed

· Filled with compelling vignettes and portraits
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

Here thing why this particular The Oxford Dictionary of Popes are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. The Oxford Dictionary of Popes giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Oxford Dictionary of Popes. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of The Oxford Dictionary of Popes in e-book can be your option.

Emma O\'Neill:

This The Oxford Dictionary of Popes usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Oxford Dictionary of Popes can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Oxford
Dictionary of Popes giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Stewart:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Oxford Dictionary of Popes can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Laura Clark:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the The Oxford Dictionary of Popes when you necessary it?
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