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For nearly 200 million years, Earth has been occupied by reptiles—a lineage of terrestrial vertebrates that
includes some, like birds, that have invaded the aerial environment, and others, like turtles, that have invaded
aquatic environments. With thirty-nine known species, Alabama harbors more turtle species than any other
state in the nation, and its Mobile River basin is the center of the world's greatest biodiversity in turtles,
surpassing all other river systems around the globe, including the Amazon and the Nile. Turtles of Alabama
documents that extraordinary wealth and presents each species in full, describing its physical appearance,
habitat and range, behavior, conservation and management, and taxonomy.

 

In addition to providing sixty-five full-color photographs of juveniles and adults along with forty-two
colorfully detailed distribution maps, this volume features an introductory section explaining the
physiography, climate, and habitats of the state, and offers illustrated taxonomic keys for all the species
considered, including the oceanic behemoths that lay their eggs on Alabama's gulf beaches and the
lumbering gopher tortoise that provides safe haven for countless other animals and arthropods in its
underground burrows of the Coastal Plain. With fine line drawings to highlight various distinguishing
attributes of the animals, this volume is the definitive guide to the state’s fascinating and diverse turtle
populations—freshwater, marine, and terrestrial.

 

Although they are notoriously slow-moving, turtles still survive on Earth because of their remarkable
adaptations—an exterior shell for body protection, long lives, high reproductive output, stamina, and a
capacity for doing without. Turtles are cold-blooded reptiles that were here long before mammals, and
they're still around, continuing to adapt to many different habitats and ecological niches, still interbreeding,
evolving, and speciating. Turtles of Alabama is a fitting celebration of that phenomenal variety and strength.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Turtles of Alabama
(Gosse Nature Guides) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking
Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lela Koehn:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) giving you a different experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Timothy Hardy:

Beside that Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Turtles
of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!

Roberta Lawrence:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides) can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Turtles of Alabama (Gosse Nature Guides).
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