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An entrancing avant-garde adventure at the dawn of the modern age

In 1909, municipal authorities built an airfield in northern Italy and invited leading pilots to compete on it.
The show attracted thousands of spectators--among them Giacomo Puccini and Gabriele d'Annunzio--and
reporters, including, amazingly, Franz Kafka, Max Brod, and Luigi Barzini. Peter Demetz's sparkling new
book tells the enchanting story of what happened in the air and on the ground before, during, and after this
amazing moment.

Kafka, it turns out, was a very precise observer of both the fragile new machines and the people who flocked
to see them in action. Demetz shows us the spectacle as Kafka reported it, and also its unexpectedly
melodramatic preparations, amazing dirigibles, and ace pilots--the American Glenn Curtiss, the Italian Mario
Calderara, and the reigning king of the skies, Louis Blériot.

But above all Demetz wants to know what flying really meant to these visionaries of the air: many political
and imaginative issues were sent aloft at Brescia. With discerning affection, he elucidates Kafka's subtle
ambiguities about the consequences of flight, d'Annunzio's lust for power in aviation, Puccini's enthusiasm
for speedy escapes, and Curtiss's modest heroism. Illustrated with fascinating material from the show itself,
this provocative work reveals a vital point where art and technology met in imagining the future.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Greenberg:

This The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 can be one of the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Reynolds:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually The Air Show at Brescia, 1909.

David Shields:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually The Air Show at Brescia, 1909. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Laura Clark:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Air Show at Brescia, 1909 can make you experience more interested to read.
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