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A drifter with no name and no past, driven purely by desire, is convinced by a beautiful woman to murder
her husband. A hard-drinking detective down on his luck becomes involved with a gang of criminals in
pursuit of a priceless artifact. The stories are at once romantic, pessimistic, filled with anxiety and a sense of
alienation, and they define the essence of film noir. Noir emerged as a prominent American film genre in the
early 1940s, distinguishable by its use of unusual lighting, sinister plots, mysterious characters, and dark
themes. From The Maltese Falcon (1941) to Touch of Evil (1958), films from this classic period reflect an
atmosphere of corruption and social decay that attracted such accomplished directors as John Huston, Alfred
Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, and Orson Welles. The Philosophy of Film Noir is the first volume to focus
exclusively on the philosophical underpinnings of these iconic films. Drawing on the work of diverse
thinkers, from the French existentialist Albert Camus to the Frankurt school theorists Max Horkheimer and
Theodor Adorno, the volume connects film noir to the philosophical questions of a modern, often nihilistic,
world. Opening with an examination of what constitutes noir cinema, the book interprets the philosophical
elements consistently present in the films -- themes such as moral ambiguity, reason versus passion, and
pessimism. The contributors to the volume also argue that the essence and elements of noir have
fundamentally influenced movies outside of the traditional noir period. Neo-noir films such as Pulp Fiction
(1994), Fight Club (1999), and Memento (2000) have reintroduced the genre to a contemporary audience. As
they assess the concepts present in individual films, the contributors also illuminate and explore the
philosophical themes that surface in popular culture. A close examination of one of the most significant
artistic movements of the twentieth century, The Philosophy of Film Noir reinvigorates an intellectual
discussion at the intersection of popular culture and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

The experience that you get from The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) is the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of
Popular Culture) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Philosophy
of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) instantly.

Alfred Zoeller:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of
Popular Culture) as the daily resource information.

Theresa Braun:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture).

Rigoberto Stansell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) can make you feel more



interested to read.
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