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The goal of war is to defeat the enemy's will to fight. But how this can be accomplished is a thorny issue.
Nothing Less than Victory provocatively shows that aggressive, strategic military offenses can win wars and
establish lasting peace, while defensive maneuvers have often led to prolonged carnage, indecision, and
stalemate. Taking an ambitious and sweeping look at six major wars, from antiquity to World War II, John
David Lewis shows how victorious military commanders have achieved long-term peace by identifying the
core of the enemy's ideological, political, and social support for a war, fiercely striking at this objective, and
demanding that the enemy acknowledges its defeat.

Lewis examines the Greco-Persian and Theban wars, the Second Punic War, Aurelian's wars to reunify
Rome, the American Civil War, and the Second World War. He considers successful examples of
overwhelming force, such as the Greek mutilation of Xerxes' army and navy, the Theban-led invasion of the
Spartan homeland, and Hannibal's attack against Italy--as well as failed tactics of defense, including Fabius's
policy of delay, McClellan's retreat from Richmond, and Chamberlain's appeasement of Hitler. Lewis shows
that a war's endurance rests in each side's reasoning, moral purpose, and commitment to fight, and why an
effectively aimed, well-planned, and quickly executed offense can end a conflict and create the conditions
needed for long-term peace.

Recognizing the human motivations behind military conflicts, Nothing Less than Victory makes a powerful
case for offensive actions in pursuit of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Nothing Less than
Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the
Lessons of Historyis one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mike Greene:

The book Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars
and the Lessons of History is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Anita Jones:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History will give you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Marie Forrest:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of
History. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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