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Sir Hugh Seymour Walpole, CBE (13 March 1884 – 1 June 1941) was an English novelist. He was the son
of an Anglican clergyman, intended for a career in the church but drawn instead to writing. Among those
who encouraged him were the authors Henry James and Arnold Bennett. His skill at scene-setting and vivid
plots, as well as his high profile as a lecturer, brought him a large readership in the United Kingdom and
North America. He was a best-selling author in the 1920s and 1930s but has been largely neglected since his
death.
After his first novel, The Wooden Horse, in 1909, Walpole wrote prolifically, producing at least one book
every year. He was a spontaneous story-teller, writing quickly to get all his ideas on paper, seldom revising.
His first novel to achieve major success was his third, Mr Perrin and Mr Traill, a tragicomic story of a fatal
clash between two schoolmasters. During the First World War he served in the Red Cross on the Russian-
Austrian front, and worked in British propaganda in Petrograd and London. In the 1920s and 1930s Walpole
was much in demand not only as a novelist but also as a lecturer on literature, making four exceptionally
well-paid tours of North America.
As a gay man at a time when homosexual practices were illegal in Britain, Walpole conducted a succession
of intense but discreet relationships with other men, and was for much of his life in search of what he saw as
"the perfect friend". He eventually found one, a married policeman, with whom he settled in the English
Lake District. Having as a young man eagerly sought the support of established authors, he was in his later
years a generous sponsor of many younger writers. He was a patron of the visual arts and bequeathed a
substantial legacy of paintings to the Tate Gallery and other British institutions.
Walpole's output was large and varied. Between 1909 and 1941 he wrote thirty-six novels, five volumes of
short stories, two original plays and three volumes of memoirs. His range included disturbing studies of the
macabre, children's stories and historical fiction, most notably his Herries Chronicle series, set in the Lake
District. He worked in Hollywood writing scenarios for two Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer films in the 1930s, and
played a cameo in the 1935 version of David Copperfield (font: Wikipedia).
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

The book The Secret City can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Secret City? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Secret City has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Katherine Belcher:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Secret
City suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
The Secret Cityis one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Robert Densmore:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Secret City your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Secret City giving you
yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life
within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Octavio Martin:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Secret City to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The
Secret City can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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