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In popular culture, Wyatt Earp is the hero of the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, and a
beacon of rough cowboy justice in the tumultuous American West. The subject of dozens of films, he has
been invoked in battles against organized crime (in the 1930s), communism (in the 1950s), and al-Qaeda
(after 2001).

Yet as the historian Andrew C. Isenberg reveals in Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life, the Hollywood Earp is
largely a fiction—one created by none other than Earp himself. The lawman played on-screen by Henry
Fonda and Burt Lancaster is stubbornly duty-bound; in actuality, Earp led a life of impulsive lawbreaking
and shifting identities. When he wasn't wearing a badge, he was variously a thief, a brothel bouncer, a
gambler, and a confidence man. As Isenberg writes, "He donned and shucked off roles readily, whipsawing
between lawman and lawbreaker, and pursued his changing ambitions recklessly, with little thought to the
cost to himself, and still less thought to the cost, even the deadly cost, to others."

By 1900, Earp's misdeeds had caught up with him: his involvement as a referee in a fixed heavyweight
prizefight brought him national notoriety as a scoundrel. Stung by the press, Earp set out to rebuild his
reputation. He spent his last decades in Los Angeles, where he befriended Western silent film actors and
directors. Having tried and failed over the course of his life to invent a better future for himself, in the end he
invented a better past. Isenberg argues that even though Earp, who died in 1929, did not live to see it,
Hollywood's embrace of him as a paragon of law and order was his greatest confidence game of all.

A searching account of the man and his enduring legend, and a book about our national fascination with
extrajudicial violence, Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life is a resounding biography of a singular American figure.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante
Life content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Wyatt Earp:
A Vigilante Life is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bertha Chang:

The reason why? Because this Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close
to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Tonia Lee:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Wyatt Earp: A
Vigilante Life to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Betty Guinn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Wyatt Earp: A
Vigilante Life.
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